
Zion Parish Church 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

A Service of the Word 

 

1 Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 

Saviour, Master, King! 

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining, 

hear us as we sing: 

     Yours the glory and the crown, 

     the high renown, the eternal name. 

2 Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

Son of Man on earth! 

power and majesty concealing 

by your humble birth:  

3 Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated, 

victim crucified! 

death is through the cross defeated, 

sinners justified:  

4 Priestly king, enthroned for ever 

high in heaven above! 

sin and death and hell shall never 

stifle hymns of love:  

5 So, our hearts and voices raising 

through the ages long, 



ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

this shall be our song:  

 

The Greeting 

The minister greets the people and says 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All   He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

 

Opening Prayer 

All   Faithful one, whose word is life: 

come with saving power 

to free our praise, 

inspire our prayer 

and shape our lives 

for the kingdom of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Penitence 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 



We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

All   Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

All   Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived for this world alone, 

and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

All   Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 

 

The Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 

The Collect is said. 

God our redeemer,  

you have delivered us from the power of darkness  

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:  

Grant that, as by his death he has recalled us to life,  

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 



Readings 

Acts 17:22-31 

22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, I see how 

extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city 

and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among them an 

altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world 

and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in 

shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, as 

though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 

breath and all things. 26From one ancestor* he made all nations to inhabit 

the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 

boundaries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search 

for God* and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not 

far from each one of us. 28For “In him we live and move and have our 

being”; as even some of your own poets have said, 

“For we too are his offspring.”  
29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like 

gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he 

commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on 

which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he 

has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from 

the dead.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

John 14:15-21 



15 ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for 

ever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 

you, and he will be in you. 

18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the 

world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will 

live. 20On that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I 

in you. 21They who have my commandments and keep them are those who 

love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love 

them and reveal myself to them.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All   Thanks be to God. 

 

Sermon 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All   Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles: 

this we have received, 

and this we believe.   Amen. 
 



Prayers of Intercession 

Jesus, our exalted Lord, has been given all authority. 

Let us seek his intercession that our prayers may be perfected 

by his prayer. 

Jesus Christ, great high priest, 

living for ever to intercede for us, 

pray for the Church, your broken body in the world; 

for Michael our bishop, for the Churches of the Rathgar Terenure 

Fellowship, and all who seek you in this time of darkness. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Jesus Christ, King of righteousness, 

enthroned at the right hand of the majesty on high, 

pray for the world, and make it subject to your just and gentle rule; 

for world leaders, those who give them counsel, and all who shape our 

response to Covid 19. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Jesus Christ, Son of Man, 

drawing humanity into the life of God, 

pray for your sisters and brothers in need, distress, or sorrow; 

for all who are sick, for those who care for others, for all who are isolated, 

and for all medics. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Jesus, pioneer of our salvation, 

bringing us to glory through your death and resurrection, 



surround with your saints and angels 

those who approach their death without human companionship, 

and all who have died trusting your promises. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Jesus Christ, Lord over all things, 

ascended far above the heavens and filling the universe, 

pray for us who receive the gifts you give us for work in your service, 

supply what is lacking, pick us up when we stumble, and sooth our 

troubled minds. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

Jesus Christ, 

keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace, 

and bring the whole created order to worship at your feet; 

for you are alive and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Saviour 

taught us 

All   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 



on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 

Gloria in Excelsis from the Armagh Setting by Thompson. 

All   Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 



in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Praise 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All   He has given us new life and hope. 

He has raised Jesus from the dead. 

God has claimed us as his own. 

All   He has brought us out of darkness. 

He has made us light to the world. 

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

All   He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 

 

The Peace 

The risen Christ came and stood among his disciples 

and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 

Then were they glad when they saw the Lord. Alleluia. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

All   and also with you. 

 

1.  Thy hand, O God, has guided 

Thy flock, from age to age; 

The wondrous tale is written, 

Full clear, on every page; 

Thy people owned thy goodness, 

And we their deeds record; 



And both of this bear witness: 

One Church, one faith, one Lord. 

 

2. Thy heralds brought glad tidings 

To greatest, as to least; 

They bade them rise, and hasten 

To share the great King's feast; 

And this was all their teaching, 

In every deed and word, 

To all alike proclaiming: 

One Church, one faith, one Lord 

 

3. Through many a day of darkness, 

Through many a scene of strife, 

The faithful few fought bravely, 

To guard the nation's life. 

Their Gospel of redemption, 

Sin pardoned, earth restored, 

Was all in this enfolded: 

One Church, one faith, one Lord 

 

4. Thy mercy will not fail us, 

Nor leave thy work undone; 

With thy right hand to help us, 

The victory shall be won; 

And then, by all the angels, 

Thy name shall be adored, 

And this shall be our anthem: 

One Church, one faith, one Lord. 

 
 



The Blessing 

God the Father, 

by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

God the Son, 

who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 

give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 

Amen. 

 

God the Holy Spirit, 

who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 

empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 

Amen. 

And the blessing … 

The Dismissal 

He is not here. He is risen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. Alleluia, alleluia. 
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