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Pastoral Letter 
 
 
Dear friends, 
 
As we continue through this Easter season it competes with the new season of 
Coronatide which has rather taken over our lives.  We are clearly adapting to what is 
new but can never be seen as normal.  There will be a long-term impact to the way we 
have simply acclimatised to a new base level of anxiety.  As our thoughts turn to the 
future and the gradual easing of restrictions it will be just as important that we 
continue to look out for one another.   
 

As a parish we have continued to pray and to support one another.  We are also 
adapting to gathering ‘virtually’.  It is striking the extent to which our liturgies stress 
that we are gathered and that we congregate together.  Many of you have noticed 
that I have used the old liturgies.  These were written at a time when death was more 
present and the threat of plague was more real.  Modern liturgies just seem a bit ‘thin’ 
by comparison.   
 

I want to pay tribute to Margaret who shares with me in praying morning and evening 
in the Church.  She also produces this fantastic newsletter and keeps up with phone 
and email.  This has all been made more difficult by Covid, but she does it with 
dedication and grace. 
 

The financial security of the parish is obviously being thoroughly tested at present, 
through loss of plate collections, hall rentals and so forth.  The Hon Treasurer, David 
Rorke, is keeping a close eye on this, though there is little that can be done at 
present.  We are immensely grateful to those who support the church financially, and I 
would appeal to those who are in a position to do so to continue that support.  If you 
don’t support the parish financially in a structured way you can obtain a standing order 
form by email from the parish office.  You could have it set up on your phone in a few 
minutes.   
 

I have simply no idea when we might be allowed to gather together again (hasten the 
day!) but we can’t afford to be complacent.  We want to ensure that when we come 
together again we are all still here.  Until then, I ask you to pray for me as I pray for 
you. 
                            
                                                                                                              Stephen 
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A Family Prayer 

Lord, behold our family here assembled. 
We thank you for this place in which we dwell, 
For the love that unites us, 
For the peace accorded to us this day, 
For the hope with which we expect the morrow; 
For the health, the work, the food and the bright skies 
That make our lives delightful; 
For our friends in all parts of the earth. 
Amen. 

 Robert Louis Stevenson 1850-1894  

 
Grace 
 
Beannaigh sin a Thiarna, 
Agus Beannaigh  
ár mbia agus deoch, 
ós tú a cheannaigh  
sin go daor 
saor sin ó go gach olc. 
 
Áiméan 

Prayer for Children 

Illustration, Jessie Wallace Smith 
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    Church News 

 

Continued worship 
 

We will continue to offer Morning  
and Evening Prayer every day until  
the Covid-19 crisis passes and  
we are able to worship together 
again as a church family.  
 

Every Sunday at 10.30am  
the Eucharist is celebrated.  
 
 

The Eucharist at Zion 
For Sunday 26th April  
 

You will shortly receive an email  
with a Vimeo link to a service of  
Holy Communion for the Third 
Sunday of Easter, celebrated by  
the Revd.Stephen Farrell. 
You may join with the service at  
any time. A service sheet will be 
included. 
 
 

Cathedrals 

https://christchurchcathedral.ie/worship/vid
eo-stream-1/ 
https://www.churchservices.tv/stpatrickscat
hedral 
 
 

 

In Memoriam 
It is with regret that we inform you of the sudden passing of John (Ian) Hudson on 
Thursday, 16th April at Orwell Health Care. Beloved husband of the late Jean, John was  
a member of Zion Church for many years and we extend sincere condolences to his 
children Edward, Susan, Robert and Karin, his sons and daughters-in-law, grandchildren 
and many friends. A private funeral took place at Zion Church on Saturday, 18th April.  
A memorial will be arranged later.  
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     Lectionary 

The Third Sunday of Easter – 26th April  2020 
 
             Collect 

 
Almighty Father,  
who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples  
with the sight of the risen Lord:  
Give us such knowledge of his presence with us,  
that we may be strengthened  
and sustained by his risen life  
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
 

                  Acts 2: 14a, 36 – 41  .  Isaiah 43: 1 – 12  . 1 Peter 1: 17-23 

 Luke 24: 13-35 
 
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 
seven miles* from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things 
that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came 
near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And 
he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?’ 
They stood still, looking sad.* 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have taken place there in these days?’ 19He asked them, ‘What things?’ 
They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth,* who was a prophet mighty in 
deed and word before God and all the people,20and how our chief priests and 
leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we 
had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel.* Yes, and besides all this, it is 
now the third day since these things took place. 
 

 
 
 
A PDF of the Book of Common Prayer 
is available from The Church of Ireland website: 
www.ireland.anglican.org    

 
 



 

 

6 

Issue #: [Date] Dolor Sit Amet 

Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early 
this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told 
us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some 
of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had 
said; but they did not see him.’ 25Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, 
and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah* should suffer these things and then enter into his 
glory?’ 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them 
the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is 
almost evening and the day is now nearly over.’ So he went in to stay with 
them. 30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, 
and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and 
he vanished from their sight. 32They said to each other, ‘Were not our hearts 
burning within us* while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?’ 33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they 
found the eleven and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, 
‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!’ 35Then they told what 
had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread. 

 

Kitchen Maid with the Supper at Emmaus by Diego Velázquez 1599-1660 

    

     Lectionary continued 
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Earth Day, Palmerston Road 

Tortoise by Esther Farrell 

Around the Parish 

A message of encouragement  
 
“I know we are all going through a scary time at  
the moment but I think Stephen has done a great 
job with his Easter message, Gospel readings and 
church services on video. I followed his service this 
morning and thought that it must be hard taking  
a service alone in an empty church. 
 
I rang my Aunt in Bunclody this afternoon.  
Her husband Canon Arthur Jackson was rector in 
Clonroche, Enniscorthy, Co. Wexford. We were 
having a great chat and she drew my attention to 
Hymn 482 in the Irish Church Hymnal. If you read 
the words of the first verse they are suitable for 
what we are all going through at the moment. 
 
    Jesus bids us shine with a pure clear light, 
    like a little candle burning in the night; 
    in this world of darkness so we must shine, 
    you in your small corner and I in mine.” 
 
                                         Thank you Andrew Sparks  
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If you have a record of places you have 
been that inspire you, or pictures of 
everyday simple pleasures happening close 
to home, please send them to Margaret at 
zionparish@gmail.com 

Earth Day 
 
Yesterday the Internet was alive with photographs 
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of Earth Day. This 
view of Westminster Abbey’s College Garden is 
particularly uplifting. The garden in the grounds of 
the formally titled Collegiate Church of St.Peter at 
Westminster, has been in cultivation for over 900 
years. It has survived war, pestilence, fire, and the 
dissolution of the Benedictine community in 1539.  
 
In monastic times the garden was used to grow 
food and medicinal herbs for the occupants of  
the Abbey. There was an orchard, fishponds, 
beehives and a vegetable plot. It was also laid  
out with roses and lilies as a place of beauty.  

 

      ...and far away 

 

Prayers for Dublin 
 
A message sent to 
Dublinfm104 featuring a little 
girl in South Korea praying 
for the people of Dublin was 
carried by many social media 
platforms this week. 
 
Olivia, who was born in 
Dublin, was photographed 
by her Dad, Sonny, as she 
said her prayers on a local 
train journey. Something  
she does every day. 
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Keep well, keep happy and keep in touch…… zionparish@gmail .com 

Museums 
www.tate.org Tate Britain, Tate Modern, Tate St.Ives, Tate Liverpool. 
You will find an A-Z of artists, pages about creating art, children’s activities and online galleries 
comprising 78,000 artworks, 4,000 artists, 22,000 archived items. 
  
At the www.louvre.fr online you will be able to follow tours of famous works and less visited pieces; 
enjoy artworks from the ancient world along with modern architecture, gardens, pavilions and film 
archives. This website will keep you busy for weeks. 
 

Poetry 
www.poetry.org for the American Academy of Poets and the uplifting Shelter-in-poems page. 
 

Book Launch  
An interview with Zion National School past pupil and author, Naoise Dolan for the Observer  
New Review 19.04.20 about her novel Exciting Times may be found at www.theguardian.com  

 

Culture 


