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Pastoral Letter
At the time of writing it is my birthday! I’m not big on birthdays,
but thanks to Laura and the young ladies I am having a glorious
day. Food has arrived from a nice restaurant somewhere in the
depths of D4 and there are admirably straightforward instructions
as to how to turn the box of delights into dinner.
In the next month four of us have birthdays. The daughters have
been told that they won’t have parties with their friends or see their
grandparents. They have taken this with remarkable stoicism. In
the greater scheme this is obviously of little consequence, but it has
made me conscious of the ever-growing list of things to which
people will have been looking forward only to have them
cancelled. Weddings, graduations, baptisms, birthdays, holidays . .
It creates what the Bishop of Cork has called a Pandemic of
Disappointments. Everyone is dealing with a virtual world that is
expanding as the ‘real’ world continues to contract. When
normality returns we will have to allow ourselves a few random
celebrations and perhaps even a few tears for expected and
anticipated joy lost to us.
The Select Vestry is working on a Risk Assessment for our return to
worship, and plans will be shared with the parish well in advance of
our opening date of July 20th. Until then you can find our weekly
service on www.zionparish.ie, along with messages for children and
details on giving and our Covid-19 response.
Please do continue to pray for me as I pray for you,
Stephen

Join Zion Parish Bible Study - Tuesdays at 8.00 p.m.
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74439258277?pwd=czZSbVU1VEZwbGs
3Wjh2MEJkUTdRUT09
Meeting ID: 744 3925 8277
Password: 020185
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The Most Revd John McDowell & The Most Revd Dr Michael Jackson

The ‘Road Map’
Over the past few days An Taoiseach, the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, and the
devolved administration in Northern Ireland have each published some form of “road map” to
guide us out of the current severe restrictions which had been put in place in response to the
coronavirus pandemic. Although the road maps differ somewhat from one another, they all
point to a gradual and a graduated easing of restrictions. Each is set out in stages and
presupposes that movement to the next stage will require satisfactory progress against certain
criteria. It is acknowledged that there may be setbacks.
We want to thank all of those in the Church of Ireland community and far beyond who, by their
sacrifice of personal liberty, have made progress to this point possible. We especially wish to
thank all of those who have self–isolated and all who have strictly observed the guidelines laid
down by public health authorities. It has often been far from comfortable to do so.
We wish also to commend those who have been involved in reaching out into their parishes and
communities to maintain the work and witness of the Church; through online services of worship;
through parish initiatives to maintain a sense of togetherness; and through action with other
groups and projects. In short, by serving God, “not only with our lips but in our lives”.
The burden of work and of suffering during this period of emergency has not fallen equally on us
all. As the picture becomes clearer and the statistics more complete, we want to pay tribute to
and give thanks for all who work in care homes throughout the island. Their selflessness and
resourcefulness in caring for very vulnerable people under difficult circumstances cannot be
praised highly enough. The workers, residents and families in that sector, along with all who work
on the front line in hospitals and in the community, remain at the forefront of our prayers. We
continue to pray also for all who are ill and those who have been bereaved of loved ones at a
time when funerals and grieving cannot follow their usual patterns.
As progress is made, there is an inevitable eagerness to return to our old patterns of worship.
That is our hope too in the long run. In the meantime, as with any other gatherings which have
the potential to spread the Covid–19, progress towards that goal will be gradual. A return to
even small gatherings for worship will require close observance of both social distancing and
hygiene requirements as laid down by the public health authorities. Even where such gathering
for worship is permitted, it may well require each parish to carry out an evaluation and risk
assessment.
For now, we thank God for the vocation he has given us to worship him, to care for his people,
for our neighbours and for and his world. We thank you for being faithful in living out that
vocation in troubled and uncertain times and for moving forward in faith, in hope and in love.
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The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of his
hands. Psalm 19:1
The summer months mean green
trees, flowers blooming, butterflies
and bees in our gardens. This year
we are blessed with good weather
and children have a fresh opportunity
to pay attention to their surroundings.
It is a good time to focus on prayer
and we are never too young to begin
to learn that God is revealed through
his creation.
Why don’t you make up your own
prayers, you can start by thinking
about what you would include in
this simple prayer.
D e a r L or d , th a n k y ou
f o r t h e be a u ty of s um m e r .
T h a n k y o u f or t h e wa r m s u n
o n m y f a c e, th e b u tt e r f li es
in th e g a rd e n a n d th e t a s t e
o f ic e cr e a m co n e s .
T h a n k y o u f or b a by a n im a l s,
b e a ut i f ul f lo w e rs
a n d w a l ks w it h m y f a m il y.
T h a n k y o u f or e v er y th i ng
y ou h a v e m a d e .
Amen.

Last week six Boarlets were born
in an animal sanctuary in Co.Donegal.
They are believed to be the first of the
species born in Ireland in 800 years.
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Church Notes

Praise
I praise you because
you are artist and scientist
in one. When I am somewhat
fearful of your power,
your ability to work miracles
with a set-square, I hear
you murmuring to yourself
in a notation Beethoven
dreamed of but never achieved.
You run off your scales of
rain water and sea water, play
the chords of the morning
and evening light, sculpture
with shadow, join together leaf
by leaf, when spring
comes, the stanzas of
an immense poem. You speak
all languages and none,
answering our most complex
prayers with the simplicity
of a flower, confronting
us, when we would domesticate
you to our uses, with the rioting
viruses under our lens.
R.S.Thomas

From the Revd. StephenFarrell

Zion Church worship
We will continue to offer Morning and Evening Prayer
every day until the Covid-19 crisis passes and we
are able to worship together as a church family.
Every Sunday at 10.30am Holy Communion is celebrated.
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Church Notes

The rector’s prayer for International Nurses’ Day – Tuesday, 12th May
“At Morning Prayer all nurses and midwives were
remembered before God on this, International Nurses’
Day, the bicentenary of the Birth of Florence Nightingale.
Pictured is a familiar lancet from the St.Luke window in
the Sanctuary in Zion Church, the work of A.E.Child
of An Tur Gloine Studio, Dublin. St.Luke, thought to have
been a medic, is pictured at the bedside of a sick person,
who is being nursed by an unknown individual. Note that
the eyes of the nurse are firmly fixed on her patient”.

Lord Jesus, who healed the sick
and gave them new life, be with
doctors, nurses and carers, as they act
as agents of your healing touch.
In desperate times, keep them strong
yet loving; and when their work is done,
be with them in their weariness
and in their tears.
Amen.
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A PDF of the Book of Common Prayer
is available from The Church of Ireland website:
www.ireland.anglican.org

The Sixth Sunday of Easter –

17th Ma y 2020

Collect
God our redeemer,
you have delivered us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:
Grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Acts 17:22-31

Psalm 66:7-18

1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21
15 ‘If you love me, you will keep* my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and
he will give you another Advocate,* to be with you for ever. 17This is the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in* you.
18 ‘I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world will
no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On that day
you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They who have my
commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will
be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.’

Cathedrals

https://christchurchcathedral.ie/worship/video-stream-1/
https://www.churchservices.tv/stpatrickscathedral
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Swans
Terenure College
From Jenny

Enjoying the sun
Sue can now walk over to
see her Grandson. Picture
taken on Zoom, “I wasn’t
that close but I can shout
over the wall. It makes a
great difference”.
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Covid-19
Where are the trenches
The guns the bombs,
Mud drenched coats
Barbed wire alarms.
Where are the streets
Emptied with loss,
Silenced with heart ache
When lives are lost
Where are the letters
The last goodbyes,
Before the battle
When sense denies.
Where are the medals
Beside photographs,
A snap shot of times
When life had laughs.
Where are their graves
With that lonely prayer,
Just a few mourners
With heads bowed there.
We will remember them
When the war is won,
Not letting them grow old
In the falling of the sun.

Fred Lalor

Shadow of Chestnut leaves - early morning walk in Bushy Park

K eep well, kee p h ap p y and keep in touch… … zionp a rish@ g ma il.com
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