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Handmade signs provide uplifting messages for walkers in Dodder Park.
You’ll find them across from the triumphal arch (Lord Ely’s Arch), Lower Dodder Rd.
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Pastoral Letter
Dear friends,
Zion is an uncommon name for a Church. I’ve had someone calling to the Rectory
asking if I’m the Rabbi, and we are always at the end of every diocesan list . . .
A while ago I was contacted by the Rev’d. Scott Seefeldt, who found our parish
through Facebook. Scott is also the Rector of Zion Church, an Anglican parish in
a place called Oconomowoc in Wisconsin in the Diocese of Milwaukee. Their parish
was founded in 1846 and their present church dates from 1889. The Church, which
is perhaps best described as being a moderate take on American neo-gothic
(and isn’t vastly dissimilar to our church), sits on a peninsula beside a lake and
looks thoroughly idyllic.
What has been interesting to me is that despite being in very different places, both
Zion churches are facing similar issues. Both have smaller congregations than in their
heyday, both have been closed due to Covid and are trying to adapt. I’ve occasionally
watched their broadcast evening prayer before bed, and Scott and I have arranged a
Zoom call for the coming week to discuss how we the congregations are coping with
Covid and how we are planning to reopen for worship.
Our Church was built using a generous bequest from John Gold, a wealthy Dublin
stockbroker. The Church was consecrated by the Archbishop on the 1stNovember
1861 though it had been open for some time previously. The story goes that the
trustees had a choice of two sites, the present location and the site that would later
be used for Christ Church Presbyterian in the centre of the village. They chose the
larger site as they wanted space to build a school. This was a legally dubious choice,
as it meant the Church was situated less than a mile from the parish Church in
Rathfarnham, not strictly allowed under the Church Building Act of 1824.
As a trustee Church or Chapel, Zion couldn’t be used for weddings or baptisms,
those had to happen at Rathfarnham Church. The new Zion Church didn’t have a
great relationship with Rathfarnham initially, and there was an embarrassing court
case about whether or not the parish church was entitled to part of the collections
at Zion. In 1920 the General Synod voted to turn Zion from being a Chapel to being
a Parish Church. We were granted parish status, meaning that we got a Rector
instead of a Vicar and we were given a parish area, largely cut out of Rathfarnham.
This year we mark 100 years as a parish. It is a strange time to mark such an
anniversary, but we entrust the next hundred years to the hands of God.
We have much to be thankful for at present.
Stephen
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For Children

Pentecost
Jesus promised that when he went back to his Father
in Heaven, he would send the Holy Spirit to help his
disciples and to show his people that he is always there
for them. The Day of Pentecost celebrates that special
promise. Pentecost falls fifty days (seven weeks) after
Easter and on that day the Holy Spirit came into the
lives of the followers of Jesus.
On the first Day of Pentecost, the disciples were gathered
in a small room together with their friends and Mary the
mother of Jesus. They were feeling lonely and afraid
because they missed Jesus. Suddenly a great wind swept
though the room with a roaring sound that startled them.
They were filled with wonder because the windows were
closed and they had no idea how the wind came to be
swirling around them. When it passed they saw that
tongues of fire had settled above their heads. This must
have been amazing to witness and, because they were so
excited, they went out into the street to tell people about
what had happened. They found they could speak to
anyone they met even those form other countries who
spoke other languages. This was a new gift – the Holy
Spirit had come to them, and they were filled with
wonderful gifts that they wanted to share with all of the
people they met.
Continued.
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Contd.

Quickly a crowd gathered around them and Peter began to tell the
people the Good News of Jesus. He invited them to be baptised with
the Holy Spirit and many people became Christians that day. The word
Christian means Christ in us. This was the true beginning of the Church
we are all part of, which is why Pentecost is often called the Birthday
of the Church.
At Christmas, the Son of God came to us in the child Jesus, at Pentecost,
the Son of God takes on a new body: the Church. Each Christian person
in the world becomes part of Jesus because we all receive the help and
strength of the Holy Spirit when we are baptised. In this way Jesus lives
in the world through us all and he will never leave us.

You will find a
Family Activity
page on the Church
of Ireland website.

The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel,
fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. What fruits of the
Holy Spirit are most “abundant” in your family? The fruits of the Holy
Spirit are charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity,
gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity

“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ.13For in the one Spirit we were all baptised into one body”. 1 Corinthians 12: 3b - 13

4

Issue #: [Date]

Dolor Sit Amet

Services

Continued worship
We will continue to offer Morning
and Evening Prayer every day until
the Covid-19 crisis passes and we are
able to worship together again. We hope
to do so after July 20th.
Every Sunday at 10.30am
the Eucharist is celebrated.

Visiting Preachers
The Revd. Dr. Daniel Inman will be the
visiting preacher for our Pentecost service
on Sunday. The Most Revd.Dr.Michael
Jackson will be our preacher on Trinity
Sunday. You will receive an email
with a Vimeo link to these services
beforehand.

Join Zion Bible Study
Tuesdays at 8.00pm
Deirdre Hoey

God’s love has been
poured into our
hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has
been given to us.
Romans 5:5

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74439258277?p
wd=czZSbVU1VEZwbGs3Wjh2MEJkUTdRU
T09
Meeting ID: 744 3925 8277
Password: 020185

Cathedrals

https://christchurchcathedral.ie/worship/vid
eo-stream-1/
https://www.churchservices.tv/stpatrickscat
hedral
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A PDF of the Book of Common Prayer
is available from The Church of Ireland website:
www.ireland.anglican.org

The Day o f Pentecost (Whit Sunday) – 31st May 2020
Collect
Almighty God,
who on the day of Pentecost
sent your Holy Spirit to the apostles
with the wind from heaven and in tongues of flame,
filling them with joy and boldness
to preach the gospel:
By the power of the same Spirit
strengthen us to witness to your truth
and to draw everyone to the fire of your love;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Acts 2: 1-21
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind,
and it filled the entire house where they were
sitting.3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among
them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.
5 Now there were devout Jews from every nation
under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this sound
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native
language of each.7Amazed and astonished, they
asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?
8
And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own
native language?

Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and
Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and
Arabs—in our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power.’ 12All were
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another,
‘What does this mean?’ 13But others sneered and
said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his
voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all
who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and
listen to what I say. 15Indeed, these are not drunk,
as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the
morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the
prophet Joel:
17
“In the last days it will be, God declares,
that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
and your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.
18
Even upon my slaves, both men and women,
in those days I will pour out my Spirit;
and they shall prophesy.
19
And I will show portents in the heaven above
and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist.
20
The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood,
before the coming of the Lord’s great and
glorious day.
21
Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”
9
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Church of Ireland Press Release – 26.05.20

Archbishop McDowell
to preach in Anglican
Communion service for
Pentecost
The Church of Ireland is among
the 40 member Churches making up
the Anglican Communion in more
than 165 countries worldwide.

The Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland,
the Most Revd John McDowell, will preach as part of the
Anglican Communion’s service for Pentecost this Sunday,
31st May. Archbishop McDowell will preach from
Acts 2.1–21 on the work of the Holy Spirit.
The service will be available at www.anglicancommunion.org/worship
from 7pm on Saturday evening (GMT) and a video recording will be
available afterwards from the Church of Ireland Website
www.ireland.anglican.org

For further information please contact: Church of Ireland Press Office,
Church of Ireland House 61–67 Donegall Street, Belfast, BT1 2QH
Tel: (048) 9082 8880 (from RoI)
Email: Press Office Peter Cheney
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Zion’s Zoom
Wine Tasting
Tuesday, 11th June at 8.00pm
(Links and password to follow)
Join us via Zoom for a Virtual Wine
Tasting of these two fabulous Rosés.
They can be found in Aldi (and possibly
elsewhere) for approx. €18 for the pair.
Pick up one or both and either save
them for the night or drink them in the
interim and keep your tasting notes to
discuss with the rest of us.
On the night the inimitable pair of
David Soden and Christian Schaffalitzky
will be our guides. They will give us
some general tips on how to taste wine
and then they will aid us through our
appreciation of these two rosés.
Martyrs to this particular cause,
David & Christian are going to try the
wines in advance and produce some
tasting notes that will be shared here
and on the parish website.
This will be a fun night. No previous
experience or knowledge is required.
Please feel free to share with others.
The wines are:
Cotea ux Va rois-en -Proven ce Ros é
Costier es de N ime s Rosé

QUIZ NIGHT
This Saturday, May 30th at 8.00pm
Zion’s Big Lockdown Quiz
BYOB
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Swans in Terenure College – Deirdre Hoey

“Over the past couple of weeks the young have
been hatching and when they fledged without
warning yesterday (Sunday 24 May), I grabbed the
camera and very hastily got a few photos.
I had to stay well away and use maximum zoom,… I
believe they do show the care and attention of a
parent for its young” Brian Hunt

Fledgling Blue Tits in Hunt’s garden – Brian Hunt
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The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.
Psalm 24:1

Clematis, rose and home grown rocket.
From Deirdre Hoey

K eep well, kee p h ap p y and keep in touch… … zionp a rish@ g ma il.com
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