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Pastoral Letter 
 
Dear friends, 
 

The Government has published its roadmap for reopening 
society and for the Church the opening day is 20th July 
unless the plan changes.  That may seem a long way away 
and I’m not really convinced that church poses a greater risk 
than the public libraries that will open six weeks earlier, but 
we have all borne too much to risk throwing it away and 
allowing a rampant second wave of the virus. 
 

As things begin to open up again we will see local businesses 
reopen and try to rebuild their custom base and their 
livelihood.  These are the local businesses that support our 
parish when we go to them for help.  They give prizes for 
raffles, they place adverts in the sale brochure and work with 
us in countless other ways. They add to the variety and vitality 
of our community and our villages.  Now is the time for us  
to support them.  I have put list of advertisers from the Sale 
Brochure from last year (pretty much a list of the businesses 
that support Zion Parish) on the parish website and  
I commend these businesses to you. 
 

The Psalm appointed for Monday 20th July is ps107.   
There is enough in that psalm to keep our minds busy  
until the end of the lockdown.  Towards the end there is a 
command for all those who have known God’s deliverance - 
‘let us praise Him in the congregation of the people’.   
I greatly look forward to us being able to do this  
together again.   
 

In the meantime, enjoy the daily 5km, and please  
do continue to pray for me as I pray for you. 
 
Stephen 
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Let us commit ourselves to doing everything that will 
help our county and all who live in it during this time 
of emergency and ensure we do the right thing to 
ensure the safety of everyone as the situation unfolds 
… 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
A Prayer in the Time of the Coronavirus 
 
Almighty and All-loving God, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
we pray to you through Christ the Healer 
for those who suffer from the Coronavirus,  
Covid-19 in Ireland and across the world. 
We pray too for all who reach out to those who 
mourn the loss of each and every person  
who has died as a result of contracting the disease.  
Give wisdom to policymakers, 
skill to researchers, 
strength to healthcare workers, 
comfort to everyone in distress 
and a sense of calm to us all in these days  
of uncertainty and distress. 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord 
who showed compassion to the outcast, 
acceptance to the rejected 
and love to those to whom no love was shown. 
 
Amen.     

Sentence of Scripture:  
As  they were ta lking about a l l  this,  
there Jesus was, standing among them. 
St Luke 24.36: 
 
Invitation: Lord Almighty, have mercy upon us 
 
Response: Lord All- loving, help your  
people in our t ime of  need 
 
Let us pray for those who are unwell, afraid and 
worried, in sickness, for those who carry 
disabilities and underlying health issues and for 
those who sense they have become an extra 
burden on others … 
 
Let us pray for those who are in search of 
comfort, kindness and reassurance … 
 
Let us pray for those who are suffering and 
those who are dying today from the 
coronavirus anywhere in the world …  
 
Let us give thanks for those who are offering 
front-line services, particularly doctors, nurses 
and all healthcare workers, in all parts of our 
society during this global pandemic … 
 
Let us give thanks for those whose skills of 
science and research are working to develop a 
vaccine for the coronavirus, however long it 
takes … 
 
Let us give thanks for those in local 
communities who have responded to the 
invitation and the challenge of being 
neighbours of helpfulness to their neighbours 
of isolation … 
 
 

 

                   
      We are here for you, you are here with us     -      The Rt.Revd.Dr.Michael Jackson 
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 Prayer for Children 

Now I lay me down 
to sleep; 
I pray the Lord my 
soul to keep. 
May God guard me 
through the night, 
And wake me with 
the morning light. 
 
Amen. 

Father, We thank thee for the night, 
And for the pleasant morning light; 
For rest and food and loving care, 
And all that makes the day so fair. 
Help us to do the things we should, 
To be to others kind and good; 
In all we do, in work or play, 
To grow more loving every day. 

Amen 

Saying bedtime prayers strengthens faith in God.  
Teaching children to be faithful encourages 

compassion and forgiveness, helps develop trust 
and reduces stress as they learn to hand their 

concerns to God who is always there for them. 
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    Church Notes 

Zion Church worship 
 

We will continue to offer Morning  
and Evening Prayer every day until  
the Covid-19 crisis passes and  
we are able to worship together  
as a church family.  
 
 

Every Sunday at 10.30am  
Holy Communion is  ce lebrated.  
 

Cathedrals  
https://christchurchcathedral.ie/worship/video-stream-1/ 

https://www.churchservices.tv/stpatrickscathedral 

 

Zoom Bible Study  
Join Zion Parish Bible Study - Tuesdays at 8.00p.m. 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/74439258277?pwd=czZSbVU
1VEZwbGs3Wjh2MEJkUTdRUT09 
Meeting ID: 744 3925 8277 
Password: 020185 
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     Lectionary 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter – 10th May 2020 
 

Collect 
Lord of all life and power,  
who through the mighty resurrection of your Son  
overcame the old order of sin and death  
to make all things new in him:  
Grant that we, being dead to sin  
and alive to you in Jesus Christ,  
may reign with him in glory;  
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit  
be praise and honour, glory and might,  
now and in all eternity. 

 

       Acts 27: 55-60      Paslm 31: 1-5, 15-16      1 Peter 2: 2-10 

 John 14: 1-14 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe* in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you?*3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I 
am going.’* 5Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?’ 6Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will know* my Father also. From now on you do 
know him and have seen him.’ 

8 Philip said to him, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’9Jesus said to him, ‘Have I 
been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen 
the Father. How can you say, “Show us the Father”? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father 
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; but the Father 
who dwells in me does his works.11Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but 
if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one 
who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. 14If in my name you ask me* for anything, I will do it. 

 
 

     A PDF of the Book of Common Prayer 
is available from The Church of Ireland website: 
www.ireland.anglican.org    
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Lilac in the church grounds. 
May 5th 2020 
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Around the Parish 

A gentle local walk 
Wishing those of you who have been 
released from strict cocooning a lovely 
time as you reacquaint yourselves with 
your local walks. Pictured, a view of the 
Dodder River from Orwell Bridge 
yesterday afternoon. 
 

Margaret’s Chestnut tree 
“The Horse Chestnut is my favourite tree.  
I planted six chestnuts last autumn and  
one emerged from the nut a few weeks 
ago. Hard to believe that this little sprout 
has the potential to become one of those  
glorious specimens blessing us with full 
blossom at present.” 
 

Your gardens 
The first David Austen Wedgewood rose. 
Picture from Anne. 
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Keep well, keep happy and keep in touch…… zionparish@gmail .com 

Reading  

 
 
Last week I posted a reading  
list picked by Christine from her 
bookshelf. Today we have titles that 
offer short stories, perhaps easier to 
read while one is distracted, anxious 
or short of time due to working from 
home while caring for others.  
If you have something to recommend 
please send your suggestions to  
the parish office by email. MH 
 

 
 
Sightlines by Kathleen Jamie 
Extremely readable essays that mix between travel, archaeology and wildlife commentary from this 
marvelous Scottish writer/poet. Short pieces fill gaps in the day and lift spirits more easily than 
pressurizing oneself to tackle ‘that book I’ve always promised I will read’.  
Jamie’s Findings is equal to this collection, in fact read both if at all possible. 
 
One-on-One: 101True Encounters by Craig Brown 
Non-fiction, true stories that describe whimsical encounters between well-known figures.  
For example, Frank Lloyd-Wright & Marilyn Monroe. The encounters chain together; Monroe meets 
Khrushchev and so on. Distracting, amusing and very short.  
 
The Moth introduced by Neil Gaiman 
Non-Fiction. The stories featured are the top fifty gathered from the popular eponymous podcast that 
started life as a live story-telling event twenty-years ago in America. Some extraordinary stories feature 
in this selection. 
 
Many titles are available on e-readers such as Kindle. 
 

Short stories  


